Research in search, rescue, security, risky intervention, and environmental surveillance robotic systems represents a building up challenges for technologies and techniques to benefit human being and enhance quality of life and services. However, technology has become the solution to many long-standing problems, and while current technologies may be effective, it is far from fully addressing such huge, complex, difficult and challenging tasks associated with disaster missions and risky intervention.
"Coordinated Formation Control of Multiple Autonomous Underwater Vehicles for Pipeline Inspection" by Xianbo Xiang et al. The paper addresses the problem of coordinated parallel path following control of AUVs, based on the leader-follower strategy while keeping the desired triangle formation to inspect underwater pipeline. The followers try to adapt its own speed according to the information of a generalized along path distance of the leader while minimizing errors.
The fourth group of papers focuses on the development of inspection of long pipes and medical robotic systems. It includes two papers. The first paper titled: "A Study of an Earthworm type Inspection Robot Movable in Long Pipes", by Manabu Ono and Shigeo Kato. The paper describes the development, implementation and testing of three-somites earthworm type mobile inspection robot, which is able to move inside small and long pipes. The second paper titled: "Development of Biomedical Microrobot for Intravascular Therapy" by Sukho Park et al. The paper introduces the frontier program of the microrobot for intravascular therapy along with the required specifications and functionalities.
Finally, I would like to appreciate and thank Editors in Chief for their effort in making this Special Issue possible. In addition, I would like to thank all reviewers for their time, efforts and valuable and constructive comments. Finally, special thanks to all contributors of this Special Issue on Robotics for Risky Interventions and Environmental Surveillance.
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